
This checklist highlights areas in your home that can have a significant impact 
on your utility costs.   The U.S. Department of Energy provides energy saving tips
on their website at  http://www.eere.energy.gov/consumer/tips.

ENERGY USE HABITS

1.  Is your thermostat set to 68o or lower in the winter and 78o or higher in the summer?

2.  Do you turn off lights when you leave a room? 

3.  Do you open curtains in the winter to let sun in and close them in the summer to keep heat out?

4.  Do you wait until your dishwasher or clothes washer is full before running it?

5.  Do you use cold water rather than hot water whenever possible?

6.  Have you considered natural gas appliances for your home?  Gas is less expensive than electricity.

7.  Do you have leaky faucets or toilets.  A 1/16” leak can waste 25,000 gallons of water per month.

HEATING AND COOLING

1.  Is your ductwork tight with no leaks?  Use duct tape to repair any gaps or loose connections.

2.  Do you change your air filters once each month?  This simple procedure will maximize efficiency.

3.  Is your outdoor unit clean and unobstructed?  Use a hose to wash out any dirt or debris.

4.  Does your heating/cooling unit run continuously instead of cycling on and off periodically? 

5.  Has your heating/cooling unit been serviced during the past 12 months?

LIVING AREAS

1.  Is your attic insulation at least 9” deep? This simple improvement is one of the most effective.

2.  If you have a crawl space, does it have 6 inches of insulation installed between floor joists?

3.  Are windows airtight when closed?  Storm windows and caulking reduce energy losses.

4.  Do outside doors close snugly with no gaps?  Use weather-stripping to correct any problems.

5.  Do you have roof turbines or ridge vents to cool your attic in the summer? 

6.  Are crawl spaces sealed in the winter and properly vented in the summer?

7.  Do you keep fireplace dampers closed when not in use?

8.  Consider Planting deciduous trees on the South and West sides of your home to control sunlight.
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